Holidays
Is it better to go on a package tour, or to travel on your own? I suppose the answer depends on what kind of tourist you are. A complicated tour organized by a travel agent has some advantages.

You have an itinerary, which gives you definite departure and arrival dates, and a list of all your destinations. The accommodation may be cheaper, as it has been booked in advance, so you spend less time worrying about where you are going to stay. If you book your own hotel, you might have trouble finding a vacancy, unless you are going to stay for a fortnight, for example. On the other hand, organizing your own trip can be fun. Many students hitch-hike or buy cheap train tickets, and spend the night in students hostels or guest-houses.
People choose a particular type of holiday for different reasons. A package holiday is for those who prefer to have everything organized and paid for before they leave. Those who book a coach tour  want to be taken in a comfortable bus to visit a number of different places. Time is also an important factor. Busy executives often book a city break to Amsterdam or Berlin for the weekend, while students have the summer to spend three months on a backpacking holiday. Couples who have just got married can have two weeks to enjoy their honeymoon. Then, there are holidays that offer different activities. A sightseeing holiday is for those who enjoy visiting landmarks, while those who prefer more action can book an adventure holiday. There are even people who go on a working holiday because they want to make a difference to the world. But the most important question is often money. Some people save money by planning their own DIY holiday on the internet. Others book a self-catering holiday to save on food while even bigger savings can be made on accomodation if you do a house swap and stay in somebody else’s house while they live in yours. A staycation, where you stay at home, is another option for a nice, cheap holiday.

I Match the types of holiday to sentences 1-12.

adventure holiday ● backpacking holiday ● city break ● coach tour ● DIY holiday ● honeymoon ● house swap ● package holiday ● self-catering holiday ● sightseeing holiday ● staycation ● working holiday 

1. We travelled around Europe carrying our clothes and our sleeping bags with us.  __________

2. We spent the weekend exploring Paris.  __________

3. We spent a fortnight in Mexico after our wedding.  __________

4. The journey from one place to the next took ages and we were sitting down all the time.  __________

5. We got a fixed price for the flight, the hotel and all our meals.  __________

6. There were lots of different extreme sports to try.  __________

7. They took us to see all the monuments in Rome.  __________

8. We spent a month cleaning polluted river. __________

9. We organized our own holiday last year.  __________

10. We lent our flat to an American family while we stayed at their place in New York.  __________

11. We didn’t go away, but we did some day trips.  __________

12. We cooked all our own meals.  __________

II Match the words with the suitable definition.

an expedition, a flight, a tour, a voyage, a package tour, an itinerary, a trip, travel, a cruise, a crossing

a) A journey by ship for pleasure ________________

b) A journey by plane ________________

c) The plan of a journey ________________

d) A short journey ________________

e) A journey for a scientific or special purpose ________________

f) A holiday which includes organised travel and accommodation ________________

g) Taking journeys, as a general idea ________________

h) A journey by sea ________________
i) An organised journey to see the sights of a place ________________
j) A journey from one side of the sea to the other ________________

III Use the word from exercise 2 in each sentence.

a) The travel agent will send you the ________________ for your trip.

b) My neighbours went on a guided ________________ of Rome.

c) Last time I went from England to France we had a very rough ________________.
d) The first prize in the competition is a luxury Mediterranean ________________.

e) When you go on a/an ________________, you pay one price for everything.

f) The college organized a/an ________________ to search for ancient ruins.

g) KLM announces the arrival of ________________ KL 269 from Athens.
h) The Titanic sank on its first ________________ in 1912.

i) ________________ is one of my main interests.

j) Mr Dean is away on business ________________ at the moment. Can I help you?

IV Replace underlined words in each sentence with a word from the box.

campsite, book, hostel, accommodation, double room, hitch-hike, a fortnight, guest-house,

vacancy, porter.

a) I stayed in France for two weeks last year. ____________

b) It’s difficult to find place to stay here in the sumer. ____________

c) We had no money so we had to get lifts in other people’s cars. ____________

d) I like a room for the night, please. A room for two people. ____________

e) The place where we stayed wasn’t a hotel but a private house where you pay to stay and have meals. ____________

f) I’d like to reserve three single rooms for next week, please. ____________

g) It was raining, and we couldn’t find a place to put our tent. ____________
h) I’d like a room for a night, please. Do you have a free one? ____________
i) There is a cheap place for students to stay near the city centre. ____________

j) We gave a tip to the person who carried our bags in the hotel. ____________

V Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence.

1. They __________ all day swimming and sunbathing in the beach.
a) did           b) used          c) spent       d) occupied

2.  The hotel room had a wonderful __________ of a beautiful garden.

a) view          b) faced up        c) opening        d) look out

3. We didn’t __________ to the station in time to catch the train.

a) get          b) reach       c) arrive      d) departure

4. I was in such a hurry that I left one of my bags __________.
a) out           b) aside        c) on         d) behind

5. Mr Smith had his money stolen and couldn’t __________ his hotel bill.
a) pay up          b) pay            c) pay for        d) pay out

6. Jane lost her case. It didn’t have a / an __________ with her name on it.

a) ticket          b) poster           c) label            d) identification

7. Take the bus and __________ at Oxford Circus.
a) get out         b) get off          get down      d) get away

8. I was too tired to __________ my suitcase.

a) unpack           b) empty          c) put out            d) disorder

9. On the first day of our holiday we’ve just __________ by the hotel pool.
a) swum          b) calmed           c) comforted         d) relaxed
10. The wind was blowing so much that we couldn’t __________ our tent.

a) raise             b) put up          c) make up          d) build
